
Language and literacy are 
closely tied together in the 
early childhood learning ex-
perience.  It is our job to pro-
vide opportunities for these 
skills to develop.  We promote 
rich teacher talk, storybook 
reading, phonological aware-
ness activities, alphabet ac-
tivities, support for emergent 
reading and support  for 
emergent writing.  We incor-
porate these goals into each 
classroom.   
 
The Teddy Bears begin this 
process through songs, nurs-
ery rhymes and fingerplays.  
Music stimulates the brain 
and allows us to recall infor-
mation more easily.    Their 
study of the alphabet begins 
with the letters in their name  
Children’s names are the first 
word they learn to read.  Add 
to these activities opportuni-
ties at the writing center and 

repetitive stories, the children 
in the Teddy Bears class are 
building a foundation for later 
literacy learning. 
 
The Guppies also use songs, 
nursery rhymes and finger-
plays to build language.   
They add to that the impor-
tance of language skills in  
social situations.  “May I have 
that?”  “Can I play too?”  
Strong language skills are the 
foundation for strong reading 
skills.   In addition to singing 
about the alphabet the Gup-
pies are also introduced to a 
letter of the week.  Print in 
their environment is part of 
their curriculum.  They begin 
to master appropriate control 
with writing utensils by prac-
ticing to write the letters in 
their names.   
 
The Turtles & Penguins take  
the next step by working on 

vocabulary development 
which is closely linked to chil-
dren’s progress in school and 
in their success in learning to 
read.  As they review the let-
ter of the week they also dis-
cuss what sound that letter 
makes and what words begin 
with that letter.  They work on 
letter formation with their lap 
chalkboards and writing op-
portunities at the writing cen-
ter.  The Penguin classes also 
work on dictionary books and 
journal writing.   
 
What can you do at home.? 
Read to your child.  Ask your 
child open ended questions.  
Encourage them 
to find print in the 
world around 
them.  Sign up to 
be guest reader in 
your child’s class-
room.  

It is hard to believe that we are 
already planning for registration 
for next year.  Registration will 
be held on January 24th-26th.  
We are currently updating our 
registration materials and will 
have them available by mid-
December.  After three years of 
even tuition rates there will be a 
slight tuition increase for the 

2011-2012 school year.   For 
details on class offerings, tuition, 
and registration dates see our 
website at  wolpreschool.org. 
      If you have questions about 
placement for your child or are 
interested in visiting a class or 
would like to discuss placement 
in the Penguins Pre-K class 
please call Mrs. Baker to sched-

ule and appointment.  

By now you should have re-
ceived your child’s portraits 
from Lifetouch.  After review-
ing the pictures if you choose 
to purchase the pictures 
please complete the envelope 
and submit payment for the 
pictures you have chosen.  All 
unwanted pictures and monies 
must be returned by Dec. 10th. 

Can you 

read to 

me? 

2011-2012 Registration            Pictures Due Back 

Scheduled for January         December 10th 
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COMING EVENTS 
Dec. 1 Tuition due 
 
Dec. 10 Angel Tree Toy 
 Driveðdeadline 
 
 Pictures due back 
 
Dec. 8  T-Shirt  &  
 & 10  Sweatshirt Day 
 
Dec. 14  Class Christmas 
 - 17 celebrations 
 See page 2 for 
 details 
 
Dec. 22 Christmas Break 
- Jan 5 NO SCHOOL 
 

 



 There is still time to participate in 
the Angel Tree Service project.  
Visit the angel tree in the Narthex 
and choose an angel tag.  On 
each tag is the name of a child, 
their age, and a wish list of items 
they would like for Christmas.  You 
may choose an item from their list 
or choose something that you 
think a child that age would like.  
All of the children on the tree are 
currently part of the foster care 
system and in need of an angel to 
make their Christmas dreams 
come true. 
 
This is a wonderful cause and pro-
vides an opportunity to teach our 

children how blessed they are and 
how important it is to give to those 
in need. 
 
All presents need to be returned 
unwrapped by December 11th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After a mild fall season the weather has 
turned cold.  Though the temperature has 
dropped we still continue to take the chil-
dren outside each day.  (We use the ac-
tive room when the temperature drops 
below 30 or if it is raining or snowing).  
      It is important to dress your child for 
the weather.  Remem-
ber to have your child 
bring hat and mittens to 
school everyday.  Boots 
and snow pants are 
important once the 
snow comes.  If you have extra outerwear 
that your child has outgrown please con-
sider donating it to our school.   We keep 
a small supply of mittens and such for 
children who forget to bring them to 
school. 
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Angel Tree Project      Donõt Forget Your Mittens 

Be an angel for a 

child in need 

December 14  
TEDDY BEARS - MT 
Jesusô Birthday Party 
10:45 am 
 
 
December 15  
RED GUPPIES 
Christmas Sing-A-Long 
10:45 am 
 
TURTLES AM 
Christmas Tea 
10:45 am 
 
BLUE GUPPIES 
Christmas Sing-A-Long 
2:15 pm 
 
TURTLES PM 
Christmas Tea 
2:15 pm 
 
 
December 16  
TEDDY BEAR - WTh 
Jesusô Birthday Party 
10:45 am 

December 16 
(cont.) 
PENGUINS - AM 
Christmas Tea 
10:45 am 
 
PENGUINS - PM 
Christmas Tea 
2:15 pm 
 
December 17  
Yellow Guppies 
Christmas 
Sing-A-Long 
10:45 am 
 
 

An exciting part of our curriculum 
is sharing the story of the birth of 
Jesus.  We will be sharing all that 
we have learned through songs 
and stories at our Christmas Cele-
brations.  The Penguin and Turtle 
classes will be hosting a Christ-
mas Tea, the Guppies will be host-
ing a Christmas Sing-a-long and 
the Teddy Bears will be hosting a 
Birthday Party for Jesus.  
 
All family members are invited to 
join in these celebrations, parents, 
siblings, grandparents, etc.  Every-
one is welcome! 
 
The teachers will have sign-up 
sheets for parents to donate 
punch and cookies.  Cookies can 
be homemade (yes this an excep-
tion to our snack policy), but make 
sure there are no peanuts, nuts, or 
nut products in anything you cook.  
We thank you again for your gen-
erosity.  We look forward to cele-
brating  with you! 
 

Join Us As We Celebrate The Birth of Our Savior 

Joy To The 

World The 

Lord Has 

Come! 



It is through your time and donations that 
we work as a team to make Word of Life 
Preschool the best it can be.   
 
Many thanks to:   
 
     Our parent helpers on picture day:  
Padma Nambori and Kimberly Dentice for 
the Teddy Bears, Melissa Anargyros, 
Madhavi Papudesu, and Jennifer Wildes 
for the Guppies and Colleen Beardsley for 
the Penguins. 
 
     Our wonderful playdough helpers: 
Padma Nambori for the Teddy Bears, 
Beth Lynn Norton, Melissa Francis, and 
Vidya Gropinath for the Guppies, Melissa 
Lavigne and Melissa Czyzyk for the Tur-
tles, and Kristen Hogsed and Gina Howley 
for the Penguins.  
 

    Our enthusiastic Guest Read-
ers: Colleen Beardsley, Wendy 
Ruhde and Gina Howley for the 
Penguins, Stephen Keeler,  
Anthony Czyzyk, Pat Vernier, 
Melissa Lavigne and Kelly Gi-
acolo for the Turtles, Sta-
cey Martinez, Mike Pen-
ich, Cherie Quarles, Jenni-
fer Wildes and Kala 
Viswasekar for the Guppies. 
 
     Our Penguin and Turtle families for the 
wonderful food donations for our Friend-
ship Feast.  A special thanks to the par-
ents who helped us make the pumpkin 
bread:  Thomas Lemmons and Colleen 
Beardsley 
 
     Our generous families for the abun-
dance of  supplies you donate:  Jake 

Anargyros for the napkins, cups, and 
plates, Joe & Martin Howley for the 
paper towels, Seth White for the 
paper towels, plates, napkins and 
tissues, Keshav Pillarisetti for the 
paper towels, Audrey McLean for 

the paper towels, tissues and 
napkins, Kelly McGrath for the 
paper towels and tissues, Tyler 
Siwicki for the paper towels, 

Gage Riebe for the paper towels and thin 
markers, Henry Freeman for the stickers 
and paper towels, Carmen Lavigne for the 
stickers, Dominic and Madeline Howard 
for the paper towels, Abby & Will Faber 
for the stickers, to Caitlyn Witte for the 
stickers,  Coleman Schulttz for the stick-
ers, Molly & Josh Beardsley for the Christ-
mas stickers, Adam Ruhde for the pom-
poms, felt sheets and misc. collage mate-
rials, and Will Harding for the stickers. 

I am in the building and Iôm avail-
able if anything arises.  Mrs. Mary 
Hensley works in the office for me 
on Fridays.  If you need to drop off 
a check, book order, or leave a 
message for me she will make sure 
I get it.  Mrs. Hensley is a former 
preschool parent and a current sub-
stitute teacher for us.  I appreciate 
her additional help on Friday morn-
ings and for the important job of 
distributing stickers in my absence! 

 One the best parts 
of my job is greet-
ing the children at 
the beginning of 
each day.  But on 
Fridayôs Iôm not 

there.  You (or your children) may 
ask ñWhere is Mrs. Baker?ò  On 
Friday morningôs I teach the 4 & 5 
year old literacy class.  Because I 
am in class Iôm not at my usual 
post in the hallway.  But donôt fear 

same time.  If you are inter-
ested in ordering gift cards, the 
forms are attached to this 
newsletter.  Additional forms 
can be found in the Narthex. 
Just fill out the form and drop it 
in the box with your check 
made out to Word of Life 
Church.  The last day to order 
for Christmas will be December 

 With Christmas right around the 
corner, you can purchase gift cards 
through the WOL Church Manna 
Gift Card program.  Itôs easy and 
convenient! There are no activation 
fees for any of the cards. We order 
gift cards at least once a month.  
This is an easy way to complete 
your Christmas shopping and help 
the church and preschool at the 

6th.  The cards will be ready for pick
-up the week of December 13th.  
Happy shopping!! 
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Manna Gift Cards      

We Canõt Do It Without You 

Where Is Mrs. Baker? 
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Need Gift Cards for Christmas 

Thank you for your 

 generosity! 

FAVORITE THINGS 

Iôm often asked about what the teachers 
favorite color is, what store do they like 
to shop at, where do they like to eat.  If 
you would like a peek at 
the teacherôs favorite 
things stop by the 
preschool office.   



879 Tudor Drive 

Naperville, IL 60563 

Word of Life Lutheran 

Preschool 

ending at 7:00 pm.  This year the theme of 
the devotion is God’s love at Christmas 
based on the Christmas carol “God Loves 
Me Dearly”.  
   

Christmas Sing -A-Long  
Join us on Saturday, De-
cember 11th for a Christ-
mas  Sing-A-Long.  Ring 
in the holidays with music 
and Christmas cheer.  Re-
freshments will be served 
from 5:00-6:00 pm, the 
sing-a-long will be-
gin at 6:00.  Bring 
an appetizer (last 
names A-M) or a 
dessert (last 
names N-Z) to share.  Call Joanne   
Rosinski for more information 312-
735-0103.  
   

ADVENT 

November  28th brings the season of Ad-
vent upon us.  Advent is the season of 
preparation, but it’s more than just a 
preparation for Christmas!  Advent is a 
time for us to prepare ourselves for Christ.  
Jesus to come into the world once again.  
We know that He came the first time and 
we celebrate His birth on Christmas each 
year, but when He ascended into Heaven, 
He promised that He would return on the 
last day.  He told us to be prepared for 
that day and that’s what Advent is all 
about, a reminder for us to be prepared! 
 

Devotions  
As we prepare, we invite you to the Ad-
vent Midweek Devotions.  Daytime devo-
tions are scheduled for December 2nd, 
9th, &16th at 10:15am. Evening devotions 
will be held on December 1st, 8th, and 
15th beginning at 6:00 with dinner and 

Church Services  
Word of Life Sunday School children will 
be presenting their Christmas program at 
the 10:30 service on December 19th all 
are welcome to attend.  Interested in par-
ticipating in the Christmas program?  Join 
us on Sunday mornings in December at 
9:30. 
       As always you and your children are 
welcome for worship and Sunday school 
each Sunday.  You are a part of the fam-
ily here at Word of Life!  Our Christmas 
Eve family service will be at 5:00 pm on 

December 24th.  This service 
features story time for the chil-
dren and will conclude with a 
candlelight singing of Silent 
Night!  God’s richest blessing to 

you this Advent season as you prepare 
yourselves for Christ to come into the 
world once again.    
  Pastor Gary 

Phone: 630-355-7648 

Fax: 630-355-2220 
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Sharing Jesus' Love  

and Growing in Grace 

Come join us at Word of 

Life Lutheran Church 

 The angel said to them, ñDo not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  For today in the 
city of David a Savior has been born for you who is Messiah and Lord.  
And this will be a sign for you:  you will find an infant wrapped in swad-
dling clothes and lying in a manger.ò  Luke 2: 10-12   
  
What a wonderful time here at Word of Life Preschool.  While the rest of 
the world rushes around with the ñpreparations of Christmasò we focus 
on the reason for this seasonðthe birth of our Savior.  The children will 
be sharing the Christmas Story throughout the month of December.  
Reinforcing this at home with stories, songs and religious activities is an 
excellent way to share your faith life with your children.  To help you 
prepare as a family for this wonderful season we are sending home an 
Advent Devotional Tree which comes with a weekly devotions and daily 
stickers.  We hope this helps you share the Christmas story with your 
children.  We also have a large selection of books and DVDs in our 
church library about Christmas.  Please feel free to stop in the church 
office and check them out. 
 
As classes we  will be sharing what weôve learned through songs and 
stories at our Christmas Celebrations.  (See page 2 for dates and 
times.)  Everyone is invited to these events, parents, siblings, grandpar-
ents, etc.  The Turtles and the Penguins will have their Christmas Teas 
in the Church and the Guppies and Teddy Bears will host their celebra-
tions in their classrooms.   We look forward to seeing you there.     
We look forward to a wonderful Advent season and wish each of you 
many blessings during this Christmas season.  Irene Baker, Director 


